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Curious Amufements for the INGENIOUS. 


To which are added the moft 


Material Occurrences Foreign and Domeftick. 
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Performed by a Society off GE NI LEMEN. 
From friday January 2Sth.to CteaueMap February ed. 1708. 
Q. Gent!2man of my acquaintance was lately Effentia! Attribute. To fay, that God does not Fore. 


drinking a Bottle, and {peaking of a 

Certain Lady, curft her in the Name of 

God; but added withal, yet fheis a 
dear Girl, BT defire to know, whether bis pronouncing 
the Curfe Ws a Sin 5 and if it be, whether his following 
words, yet foe is a Dear Girl, do not Leffen the 
Sin. 

A. His Pronounciation of the Curfe, tho’ it were 
attended with no injurious defign, yet as taken in 
the moft Inotientfive Senfe ic is undoubredly a Sin, 
jn that it is a Dallying with Religion, a Playing 
with the moft [mportant Matrer, a {porting with 
no lefs a Being than his Maker, a Trantgrefling 
the 3d Commandment, a Taking the Name of God 
in Vain. Buras the Sin of Curfing ts highly aggra- 
vated by the Propentenefs of the Malice, that too 
frequently attends it, fo thole mollifying words, 
which the Gentleman annext to the Cure he ut- 
te'd, Leffen the Propenfenefs of his Malice, and 
confequently fubrtaét, not from the Jntrinfick fin- 
fulnefs of the Curie, bur from the Aggravating 
Circumftances of it. Subrract, we fay, from 
them, not totally remove them, fince the Gentle- 
man, notwithftanding that fofc Expreffion, feems 
Chargeab!e wich fome degree of Malice towards 
even the very Object of hisLove.For trom foOdd a 
mixture. This fees ro be the Tenor of his then Pre. 
fent thoughts: 7 fo refent fome of her Proceedings, 
that I eannct forbear to Cu-fe her,and yet at the fame 
time Shosthe Mifrels of my heart. As therefore we 
cannot pofiibly acquit the Gentleman of Sin, {o we 
are affraid ¢ the beft Judge of his own 
though’s, and therefore the only proper Perion po- 
fitively to determine Vhat) that ke muft plead 
Guilty to fome kind of Aggravationa too, Well 
therefore were ic for us, if we wou'd pay a ftrict 
Odedience ta thac Truly Chriftian Law, to that 
Loveiy, that Endearing Precept; a Precept wor- 
thy of that Son of God, who came on perpole to 


“we ’ a - ar ie 
Bleis the World 3 not to Curfe us, but to be made 


aCurfe for ns © biefs,and ‘ui fe not. 

1. Gentlemen, Suttole tt could be demonftrated, 
thar Liverty in Man was incon lift mt with Pr cfctence 
in God. which were it more fafe for me to deny. 


A, The Quefticn is of a Nice importance, fince 
the Denial of either of the things propos‘d Divefts 
the Godhead of an Indifpurable Property, or an 

‘ 


fee all Human Actiors, tho’ as yer in Future, 1s 
to Difown our Maker, to affert either the Erernity 
of the World or the Fortuitous Concourfe of Junm- 
blingAtoms,and impioufly toDeny in Derogation to 
Sc. Paul, that the invisible things of the Creation are 
clearly feen by the things, that are made. For it 
God be our Creator, the Author of all rhe Facul- 
tres of our Souls, he mult confequently Forcknow 
the feveral Refults, the various Iffues, the moft 
Contingent Determinations of thofe Faculties, he 
himfelf is the Author of. To Deny a Liberty in 
Man, and yet fuppofe him not only a Punifiable 
Creature, but Undoubredly to be Punifh’d, and 
that too with very great Severity, if he does amifs, 
what is this burco Deny the Tenderne(s of our Fa- 
ther, the Goodnefs of our Maker, and Pronounce 
God no berter than a Malicious Being, than anOm- 
nipotent Evil, than Almighty Cruelry. But tho: 
the Denial of the Former makes God and Man per- 
fect Strangers to one another, and gives us the Li- 
berty to fay witha Profligare Pharaoh, who as the 
Lord > yetthe Demial of the Latter, if it fcem to 
Allow God the Relation of a Creator, yer it De- 
ftroys the Sweetneis, the Excellency of rhat Relati- 
on, And as to be Evil is a worle Deficiency than 
not to Be at all, foto be an Avil Creator is Inferi- 
our to a No Creator. Add to this, that Goodnefs 
is God’s Darling Attribute, the Perfection Fe moft 
of All Glories in. For when Mofes defires a Pro- 
fpect of his Glory, this the anfwer he receives, I> 
will make my GOODNESS to pafs before thee. By 
which remarkable reply he very clearly Intimates, 
that his Gcodneis and his Glory are Equivalent Ex- 
pretiions. And therefore we Cannot put a vreater 
Indignity upon God, than by laying in Contras 
diction co the Scriptures, that he isnot Merci ful,wor 
Gracious, nor Asundant in Grodnefs. 

But tho’ the Wenial of rhe Firft be the moft Perni- 
cious with regard to the Capacities of Men, who 
often very Readily Believe a God, and yet in'Con- 
fequence Deny him, while they entercain miftaken 
Notions, and ignorantly affert fome particular Opi- 
nions conteary to his Effence, yet if we canva(s che 
matter inan Abiolure, in an Irreftrictive Senfe, it 
we trace thingsto their firft Principles, we thall find, 
thatto Deny either of your two Propatals is equally 
Pornictous. For as to fav, thar God made not the 
Rk kkk World 











World is much the (ame as to fay, chat efere ds no 
God fo,inalmuch as God isef an Indivifible nacure, 
and all his Actribures make up burt One, Simple 
Effence,to Deny any one of them, is to Deny them 
all, and conicquently co Ungod him, to turn him 
out of Being. Let us therefore pare with neither 
our own Liberty, nor God’s Prafcience, while Sen- 
fible, while Con{cious of rhe Fatal Confequence. 
Q, Is it poffible to Freeze and Snow together ¢ 
A. As the two Phznomenons, which you aue- 
ftion, whether they be Compatible, are Marrero! 
Fact, and Obvious ro Cemmon Notice ( of which 
your own Oblervarion might lately have convincd 
you ) {9 we know of no confiderable Objection to 


ir, If therefore you will be pleas’d to propoie any, 


we fhall endeavour to oblige you with a Sc. 
On. ial 
QO. 1 bave lately fmoak'd Tobacco, more cut of a 
EF, vlick tian any thing elfe, Whenever 1 fmoah, it 
makes me [pit a prodigious Quantity of an Aqueous 
Saliva, fometimes to the Quantity of 4 Ounces in pe 
{moaking one Pipe. 1 am naturally lean, but, 1 thatik 
God, have my health very well. Now, Gentlemen, A 
Lex the favour of you to inform me,whether it be whole. 
fome for me to fmoak, I forall either proceed or defift 
iccording to your angenious advice. 

A. We advife you then to defift, fince in fuch 
quantities of Spittle it is potlible that fome portion 
of the Nutritious Juices may be Byacuated, and 
your health thereby impaired. 

OC: Whatis Fail? 

A. Hail is the Thicker Clouds congeal’d in the 
Lower Regions, as Snow is the Thinner Vapors 
congeal’d in the Higher Regions of the Atmo!- 
phere. 

Q. Do the Laws of England alow a Manto beat 
his U7%fe 

A. We have no Law that does allow any fuch 
ching, 

(). I defire to know who brought Surgery up firft, and 

w it came to be found cut. 

4, The Art of Chirurgery was doubrlefs impart - 

» Mankind at his firft formation by the AiI- 

wie Creator, and by the fame Providencial Means 

- was Communicated to others for the Neeeifary 
iililtance of the afflited, according to Fefas chr 
yon ot Syrach, who faith, Of the Lord comeri) filec!- 
‘jae. Nor was the Knowledge hereof only Confin 

Jankind, but even the Brures were Endued wirh 
a Share, appears in the Hzppotamus, or Sea-Hor'!>, 
an d:.babiranc of the River Ni/e, who upon his dit- 
covery oi a Plethory or fulnefs of Blood, opens a 
Vela by rubbing his Thigh againft the tharp Sands 
on the Back fide: Nor 1s the Practice of the Goat 

remarkable, who, upon the Diminution of his 
Sight by Fifois, Cataracts, &c. Strikes his Head 
againit ine Thorny Buthes, whereby the caufe is 
removed and his Sight recovered. 
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Arr. and were truence Accounted the {nventers 


QO. Pray, ted me, why one can fee ones Breath in 
the Winter and not im the Summer. 
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Since Masters jocole with Serious Yiu jumble, 
Piay anfoer this trifting Demand from your humble 
1. §. 
Q. fam by Trade a Coffee man, a Puncl maker, 
a Barber, a Fosth-dvawer, a fidler, a Gimerack- 
Coleccion, a Game-keeper, and, 45 you may perceive a 
Grubitreer-Dabler. Now, as there was once an Accu- 
mulative Traytor, jo l fancy wy {elf an Accumulative 
Vertuojo, and am inclin'd ta Addvefs Dr, Son, in 


Nis us, that Podalirius, and Machaon, A 


. : Y é. fv \ La | 
of 4/culapius, purfuing their Fathersi§, >" = P () E M S. 


Studies, were che firft and chief Regulators of that\y >” 









order to be admitted a Brother of tivat maft Ingen icy 
Society; but flanding miccly upon Rey “tation, 1 froouid 
be damnatiy baulke at a vefufal, : 
Therefore intreat your Learned Fun&o 
TL’ advife me as a Man of Puréie ‘ 
No matter what Thought now prevails, 
fis You,Gallants, muft turn the Scales, 
LWiether your nioft Obedient So, § 
Be Coxcomo, or a Vertuofo. 
ape we Chelfca knacketory, 

A. Since Matters Serous, will not always pai§ 

Win th Grave, we civert ‘cin lometimes wih 

An Accumulauve Vertscfo! Why yc at te 

Nn SSCCUIMUIATEN VHTRSO ry you afe-an 
accumulative one, in the eit Superior Superlative 
Degree. Never any dignity'd by that Title was \tq. 
fter of fo many Acquifitions, co qualify himfelt for 
one. Firft, your Dealing in Contemplative Cof,¢ 
whofe aduft Property reduces the Body t© aPhilofo. 
phical Confiftency, Then Speculative Purch, which 
after fiat mixir, leads you into the A-cana of Syn. 
parhies, and their wonderful Efedts. By Barbino 
you bring Rude Matters into Form, and Obvious to 
Perfpe@ion. Your Drawing Teeth gives demon. 
{tration of thatixiom, ThatPasm which is Great muft 
be firort, by twitching them out. Your Fidling thews 
the Harmony of Science. A Gimcrack Colek or Is a 
Vertuofo's trne Badge. Your Game-heeping in. 
ftructs you in the Loco-motive Facnity ; anda 
Grub fi eeteDabier, is often the Conclativn of the 
martcr. Therefore upon the whole, if Dr. S---n 
tefuics You, we fhall fu!pect he is not vers’d in all 
thefe Qualifications himileii. 

The Learned Veituolo’s tel! us, 

(And They, youknow, are fubril EBiows) 
(.xtveams point at the fame, by Turns; 
Thus Ice, they fay, in Green/and burns ¢ 
And thus a Modern Vertuofo, 

And a Nocorious Coxcomb, So-fo, 

May both be really the fame, 

And only differ in the Name. 

() Moft Worthy Gentlemen, I defire you wou'd 
peafe to kxplain in your next Paper, what is the 
Caufe of an Ague, and whether it be mot tVitchcraft. 
a 









thes as the third time that I have been afflifed 
with at this Minter, and why it comes at a conftant 
hour as mine doth. 

oj. See Britis) Apodo, Numb. 18. 

(2. Gentlemen, I pray you do me the favour to tel 
me, what is the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft, for it's 
Jaid, that all Sins may be forgiven, even Blafphemy it 
Jelp sbut the Sinagainf? the Holy Ghoft fall nor be fore 
given. And be picas'd to Infort it in your next Pac 
per, for it may be of great ufe to fome Perfins. 

A. See Monthly Paper, Numb. 2. 
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Q. ELL me, Ye Worthy Seni of [uch a Save 
T Who was the Man that firft He did on/Pr?, 

In Charaélers obfcure to vent His mind, 
And by Miftericus Strokes did words dzfin:. 
Who firft did thackled words in Verfe controtl, 
And with Harmonious numbers charm’d the Souls 
And lajily fing, Apollo's Darling Son, 
Woo has with moft refplendent Gio) hone. 

A. From what Orig’nal Metre firft aro, 
None but the Sacred Oracles difclo® 
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For eer the Infancy of Time begun, 
Unmeafur’d yet by the created Sun, 
The forms of Entities from Chaos {prang, 
* And at their Births Czleftial Seraphs fang 
The GREAT CREATORS Artifice and Praife, 
Perhaps in Models of Immortal Layes: 
Whence ftated Meafures and proportion d feet, 
Firft Sacred Hyms made regular and {weer. 
Then Ancient Patriarchs Harps and Organs form’d, 
Which Devotees with Zeal, and Ardour warm d. 
Thus fings the Man of Uz im lofty powers, 
Th’ Almighry Rod ; yet ev'n that Rod Adores, 
Amidft Afflictions of uncommon weight, 
Obdurare Patience filencing regret. 
Nor can I lefs the Noble Strains admire, 
Rais’d by the touch of the Jeffean Lyre. 
Whether His Layes enchant bewilder'd Kings, 
Or to the King of Heav’n the Prophet Sings : 
Whole Son with Supernatural Wifdom fraught, 
Ballad of Ballads ¢ Infpiration taught : 
Tho’ with a SEEMING Wantonne(s of Style, 
Enough to make an Am'rous Reader {mile 5 
And e’en Old Age to clofe endearments move, 
With a Vivacious Energy of Love. 
So foft his Spoule’s Breafts, Her Eyes fo brig 
Her Cheek ( fair, Her downy Neck fo W hite, 
Her Lips fo fweer, with fach a Graceful Air, 
Wave the Curl’d Ringlets of her Golden Hair. 
Hence Heathen Poets ro abufe Mankind, 
A fort ot A Collesiate Fam'y feign d. 
Wherea Wing d Hore, sims ng's Aerial fligh 
Spurn'd up a Fountain on Parnaffuss height 
Then a young God o’cr Nine Fair Ladys placed, 
(Who a too Wanton Regency Embracd ) 
Call’d God of Mujfic, Poeirs and Lov, 
The ftrongeft Charms thai can our Pailions move ; 
Who learn’d thele Nymphs co fing Poetick Songs, 
And to His Harp conform thei ¢ Warbling ‘Tongues. 
Hence other Poets t’ imitation wets 
Of Fair Euridice and Chryfeis wrote 
And of th’ Orphesan Lyre vaft Wonders teil, 
How it ftruck dumb wkole Colonies of Hell. 
How rapid Rivers that had long Ooey'd, 
Provveffive Motions of their Fountains head, 
Queftion’d that power, which drove the Current on 
And would ftand ftill ro liften ro his Song, ' 
How tHe made Brutes of Stones,and Sones of Brutes, 
Ax leaft Both feem’d reciprocaly mute ; 
For whilft He play'd,the Brutes like Stones appear'd, 
And Stones, b’ Exchange of Ears,atrentive heard, 
This was 4pode’s ald and Eldejt Son, 
Who foackled words in wneful Meafares fung, 
Tien Grecian Generis fwoln with Puopiar Fame, 
Owd co Blind Homer an Immorial Name. 
Whichelte bad been induftrioufly forgor, 
As deftin'd with their Carcaffes to ror. 


” Fob 37. Ver. 6. 7, 


Next thefe the Mantun Birds, and Veriubns; 
Demonftrare their Originals Divine, 
Since they not only urxcorrupe {urvive, 
Bur Immortality’ to others give. 
Waller's by them Judicioufly Polite, 
Tho’ Cowley feems an Aboriginal Wic. 
And thoughtful Diyden by laborious Toil, 
Learn’d Sweets to breed, or glean from foreign Soil: 


OWhilft (ublime Milton on Aerial Wings, 


Fluttering {ufpence, Melodious Numbers fings. 

Befides fome Poets of the prefent age, 

Whofe charming Mules Stoics wou'd engage, 

Bards of Sound Wt, and Solid Senfe approv d, 

Who,when Extinet, will be admir'd and Lov’d 
Therefore, kind Sir, your Inquifition {pare, 

Apollo has his Darling every where. 

All Nations under Him {ome Favourites praife, 

To whom They give de/ervedly the Bays : 

Some for one end, fome on another {core, 

Apt as the Character each Writer bore. 


Q. Pray tell us, wly Horns, 
( Like-/ubfLance with Corns) 
Upon the Head only fhou'd grow 5 
Why that part fhowd nowvifk, 
And make them to flourifhr, 


When el’ others are ahvars below. 


4, Their Growth is from thence, 
Becaufe for Defence ; 
Burt in Man ftill more Reafon they gain, 
And that is, becaufe 
( Befides Nature’s Laws ) 


They {pring from a Thought in the Brain. 


Q. Apollo, tell me, fince you ave Divine, 
Whether or no in Heaven U fhall fhine. 
Refolve me this, and then Vd quickly know 
By your Next Anfwer, if You're fo or no. 


Pe, Fla. 


If in your Life, noVertue Brighter thines, 
Than the Dim-Fancy in your Clouded Lines ; 
There’s little, very little Hopes alas! 
To thofe Iuftrious Realms you'lever pafs 


Q. Apollo, fa) down this Your trading inVerfe, 
For ly that the moft Wifdom You'd flew, 

And fuch paultryQueftions no longer rekearfe, 
With Your Anfwers as Infolent too. 


For Your Papers degrade the bright Name they affume 
By their mean and impertinent Strain, 

And Yur Notions ave perch d onthe Tow ring Plume, 
Where aSprightler Genius fhould Reign, 


From Indiff’vent at fuft, They dwindl d to Dull, 
And now to Infipid ave grown, 

Pex exactly delincate the depth of Tour Skull, 
Therefore deem'd as the Drag of the Town. 































































And the Prove b's invalid, as plain!y Yu fhow, 
( Tho’ in impudence frill You're the bulder ) 

That the longer They Live, fill the wifer They grow, 
Fer Apollo g:ows Older and Older. 


A. When Blockheads Rail on,without one Prerence 
Ar what, nor obferve any Rules, 
All chat can be Gueft by their delicate fenfe 


Is, thar they're but I!/-natur'd Fools, e 


Did ever yet Nizey in any Di/pute, 
Gainft Notions in Numbcrs laid down 3 
E’er Hope his poor ftock gf Dull Brains wou'd Con= 
( fute, 


When He never durft Touch upon one. 


The 24/e, the Well-bred, and the Learn’d (not a 
(few) 
Approach with their Praif*s, our Shrine ; 
We want bur fuch Clouds to oppofe Us,as Tin, 
To make us the Brizhter to Shine. 
4 


But You have been Bit by a former Reply, 
On which, with chefe fharp Lines You've Tilted ; 
The Glorious Revenge, to which always fly 


and their Bullies, when Falted. 


wea Ss to 
Bulk? Fores, a 





. ie Letters from Bruffels, Feb. 2d. advife, thar 
the Duke of Marlborough continues {till there, 
and that the Deputies of the States General are daily 
expected ; that his Grace has ordered the Garritons ot 
the Frontier places to be reinforced, and given feveral 
Orders tor prevoating the defigns of the Enemy, who 
continue to threaten the Allies with a Siege in the be- 
gin ing of che Spring. That che Maretchal de Boufflers 
had. it feems, tome great Enterprize in view during 


this hard Prof , tot the Letters tiom Paris mention, 
thas he had writ co hig Friends, that they fhou’d fud- 
lealy dear from him, but iftchat be true he ands bhim- 
=] mittaken, and that the Allies are fo well fecured, 

> thee is uo tear of any turprize: That there are 


private Letters from Paris, which give an Ac- 
oat, tact New Efforts have been made to perfwade 
[Juke of Savoy to hearken to a teparate Peace, 
nich, they acknowledge, have been ineffectual ; and 
cuat they talk ot great Divifions at Madrid, occafion’d, 
2° they tinpole, on fome Propolals made on the parc 
of cie breach Court, for difmembring the Spanifh Mo- 
naichy, wisch has been all along vigoroufly oppos'd 
by the Council of Madrid: That at the Elector of Ba. 
Vailas Court they ftill talk of Peace, but inclin’d to be- 
heve, cuat the French King will runthe Riique of ano. 
rey Campaign in hopes to get fome advantages in the 
; -hoveby he may procure better Conditions of 


-- ane ee 


Peace, than anv he aay at this time expe: Thae 
fome Advices fiom Mons fay, that Monfieur de Cha. 
millard is curn’d eut of his Place, and that he js fuce 
ceeded therein by Monitcur de Bagnols, who has been 
Intendant in Flanders teveral Years, which is nor j- 
the Leaft Credited, fince the Lerters from Paris mata 
no mention of that great Change inthe Minty, 
From London Feb, 2d. "tis advis’d that, on Monday 
being the Annivertary of the Martyrdom of Kins 
Charles l. The Honourable Mr. Bridges preach’d be. 
tore Her Majefty, the Bifhop of Exeter before the 
Lords; and Dy. Pelling Minifter of St. Ann’s before 
the Houle of Commons in St. Margaret’s Church 
Wettminiter. Which is all trom Yours, ¢¢¢. 


All Perfons are cein’d to DireStheir Letters ( Superfcribsd 
for che Briti{h podo) to Mr, Carter at the Green Lragon in 
St. Paul’s Chuich-Yard, Mr. Bickertcnat the Rofe aid Crown 
in Listle Britain Booktcliers, or to the Printer hereot, whether 
with Queftions, or with Direttions to become Sublcribers, or 
for whole Sets from the Beginning, or for Books of Guards 
neatly bound ro keep them in, at 25. a piece, with all which 
they fhall be ferv’d ac their Houfes by our Meflengers, 


Note, That they, who have whole Sets,are to pay Eight Shi. 
lings and Six Pence for ali to St. Zomas’s Day exeept the 
Qurterly Book,ot which Sets great part are gone,and we fhal} 
not Reprint them again, having twice reprinted them already} 


Note alfo, Our Rates are 2s. per Quarter without the Mouth 
ly paper; and 2s. 64. with, to have them brought home to 
their Houfes, and to pay at the end oi the Quarter ; they who 
come within the Quarter to pay only a Penny a picce ot Quar. 
ter-day fur fo many as they eve had, or 2d. 2 piece for 
the Monthly. Such as live in the Country are delired to ap. 
point a Friend in Town ro take them in tor them. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


WO Difcourfes, whereof the firft is, an Fxhor- 

cation co the ftriét obfervance of Afh-wednefday. 
[he Second, a Defence of thote, who keep Lent, and 
obte:ve the other Falls of the Church, in antwer to a 
Divine, who ask’d the Author why he kept Lent, re- 
commended in a Prefaceby Dr. George Hickes, Print- 
el tor W. Carter, at the Gicen Dragon in St. Paul's 
Church-yard. 


HE Whitith Powder,that makes the beft black wri- 
| ting Ink, call’d Holman’s London Ink Powder,ts 
now in Great Ue forall Perfons to make their writing 
Ink as black and as {trong as they pleafe, each Six-peany 
Paper weighing 2 Ounces, makes a Pint ora Pint & halt 
of the beft, or a Quart tor Shop-keepers’s common wr! 
ting or marking Ink,only by fhaking or ftirring it in fo 
much Rain or River-water; and it mends all weak & pale 
Ink, or Ink fpoiled by the Froft, and Direétions to each 
Paper of Powder to prevent Ink from freezing. ’Fis told 
by moft Stationers, Bookfellers and Haberdafhers, in 
and about London, and by Shopkeepers in the chief C1- 
ties and Towns in England, and is beft for carriage hy 
Sea or Land. Is Made and Sold ‘by Charles Holman in 
Red-Lion-ftreet in Southwark: He having a Pattenc 
granted Him under the Great Seal of England, tor make- 
ing the fame. Where vou may have his beft Ink ready 
made, for ali Valuable Writings 





Pointed ior the Authors, by 
in Fleet-freet. 


J. Mayo, at the Printing-Prefs, againtt } 
Where Advertitements are Vakeo in 
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